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Visit us at:  www.piscatawayschools.org 

 

 
 

As we are almost at the midpoint of the school year 

and have a small break from the routine 

approaching, it is important to take some time and 

reflect on the year thus far.  Within this reflection, I 

am very fortunate to have a great deal of 

thankfulness for the hard-working Randolphville 

family/community and all that they have given and 

continue to give to our school.   

 

“Shout Out” to Ms. Pish and Ms. Della-Fave for 

their efforts in organizing our lost and found. 

“Shout Out” to the PTO and parent volunteers for 

facilitating such a well-organized Holiday Shoppe. 

“Shout Out” to the Piscataway High School 

Orchestra for their wonderful performance here at 

Randolphville. 

“Shout Out” to Ms. Ritchie-Ruta, Ms. Vassilatos, 

Ms. Minio, Ms. Burk, and the PTO for their efforts 

organizing a wonderful American Education Week. 

“Shout Out” to all of the Randolphville staff and 

parents who joined us for Books Over Breakfast. 

“Shout Out” to Ms. Minio for re-instituting the 

magic marker recycling program. 

“Shout Out” to Senora V. for all of the wonderful 

things that she has done and people she has 

impacted here at Randolphville. We wish her all the 

best in her retirement and will certainly miss her 

here. 

“Shout Out” to the Randolphville Family for their 

unmatched generosity during this (and every) 

holiday season. 
 

Please allow me to send my heartfelt wishes to 

everyone for a wonderful holiday season and a 

happy and healthy new year.   
 

Dr. Avi Slivko 
 Principal 

 
A Minute with Mrs. Messina 

 
 

 

As we come to the end of 2019 and look forward to 
2020 and the continuation of the school year when 
we return, it is a good time to reflect on what we 
have learned so far. This year we have focused on 
having good manners and showing respect. In the 
past, we have discussed other character traits such 
as integrity and perseverance. Students can think 
about when they showcased these traits and times 
where they may not have, but could do better in the 
future. Happy Holidays to all and have a great break! 
 

Mrs. Megan Messina  

Assistant Principal   

 

   

 

Parents:  Kindly note that you can follow Piscataway 

Schools via Twitter (@pwayschools) and Facebook 

(Piscataway Schools).   These communication venues can 

be accessed on the district homepage.  By following us 

on these social media sites, you can get a better 

glimpse into what is happening every day in our schools, 

as well as receive announcements about programs, 

events and information such as school closings. 

 

 
 

http://www.piscatawayschools.org/


  
Randolphville Elementary School Contact Information 

Phone 732-699-1573 

Fax 732-699-1985 
 

 

Dr. Avi Slivko, Principal     aslivko@pway.org  

Mrs. Megan Messina, Assistant Principal  mmessina@pway.org  

Ms. Christine Minio, Secretary ext. 5950 cminio@pway.org  

Mrs. Stephanie Burk, Clerk  ext. 5975  sburk@pway.org  

Mrs. Evangeline Marzan, Nurse ext. 5953  emarzan@pway.org 
 

 
 

 
 

Keep sending in those used markers – all kinds!!! 
 

Don’t forget about the very special program we 
implemented at our school in conjunction with Crayola. 
It’s called Crayola ColorCycle – an amazing program 
devised to repurpose used markers rather than sending 
them to landfills! 
 

The ColorCycle program has repurposed more than 70 
tons of expended markers in the United States and 
Canada since 2013, and uses the most advanced plastic 
conversion technologies available today to make wax 
compounds for asphalt and roofing shingles as well as to 
generate electricity that can be used to heat homes, 
cook food, and power vehicles.  
 

All around Randolphville School, students and teachers 
will be collecting used markers that are ready to be 
discarded. Please help support our efforts by sending 
your kids in with any used markers you may have 
around the house - even non-Crayola brands! 
Highlighters and dry erase markers can also be 
included. There will be a drop-off box in the main office 
for your child to deposit the markers. 
 

Thank you in advance for participating! With the help of 
guardians and parents like you across the country, the 
Crayola ColorCycle program can continue to keep tons 
of plastic out of landfills each year. 
 

Remember, don’t throw out that  
used marker—ColorCycle it! 

 
Learn more at http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle 

 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Happy New Year, Randolphville Families! 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed the winter break!   

 

Now that winter is officially here, please be sure to keep 

your contact information updated.  In the event of snow 

days, delayed openings, etc., all families will receive an 

automated phone call and email from the school district.  

If you need to update phone numbers, please call the 

main office or send an email with the new information. 

 

 
Thank you, 

Christine Minio 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 
Schedule for January 

 
Tuesday, January 14th -Teacher Inservice Day 

Early Dismissal Day at 1:20PM 

 

Monday, January 20th  - School Closed 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
 

 

mailto:aslivko@pway.org
mailto:mmessina@pway.org
mailto:cminio@pway.org
mailto:sburk@pway.org
mailto:emarzan@pway.org
http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle


 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

With the month of December came the excitement 

of holidays and celebrations. We talked about our 

traditions and the different holidays we celebrate 

as a family, as students shared their projects 

about holiday traditions. The Gingerbread man was 

the general theme of the month as we read, 

compared and wrote about several versions of the 

popular story. We had our own Gingerbread 

Themed Day where we visited different classrooms 

and acted fun stories! 

The students are all eagerly looking forward to the 

Holiday Sing-Along and our class parties while 

wearing our cozy pajamas on the last day of school 

before the winter break, Friday, Dec 20th. 

The entire Kindergarten team sends warm wishes 

to all our students and their families for a 

wonderful holiday season and a happy and peaceful 

new year.   
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Show your spirit on Fridays during 
Randolphville Spirit Days! 

 
January 3rd – Team Jersey Day 

January 10th – Disney Day 
January 17th – Purple Day 

January 24th – Emergency Workers Day 
 

 



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Third Grade Thoughts… 

 
Literacy: Third grade students are set to begin our next writing unit – The Art of Informational Writing. The 
students will learn how to write about a topic they know a lot about. They will be the experts of that topic and 
eventually write expository essays.  In our next reading unit, Grasping Main Idea & Text Structure, students 
will read non-fiction texts. They will also learn how to use text features to help with comprehension and 
determine importance of main ideas.  
 
Math/Science: Students in 3rd grade had a treat earlier this month when representatives from Johnson and 
Johnson visited Randolphville. Students participated in a STEM activity. They designed cars, and then put 
their ideas together to build a car using K’nex. Students tested their cars, made modifications, and 
eventually competed to see which team had the fastest car. This lesson aligned with our current science 
unit, forces and interactions.   
 

MaryDonna Williams 
 

 

 
Second graders have been busy learning so many new skills!!! 

 
Students are reading nonfiction texts.   While reading, they are learning the “lingo” of many topics 

and focusing on stating the main idea of sections… and the whole book. 

 
Second graders are writing expert books.  We are working on adding text features to our writing to 
enhance our books.  Students learned strategies to “hook” their audience right from the start. 

 
In math we are learning 2-digit addition and subtraction with and without regrouping.  Remember 
when going over your child’s homework to ask him/her to tell you how they solved a problem and 
why he/she used the strategy they did.  Please continue to have your child practice basic math 
facts.  Remember to use the math website to reinforce skills.   

Happy New Year!! 
 



 
 
 
 

  

 
Get Fit with Mr. Stio… 

 
Students will kick off the New Year learning how to play hockey!  Students will learn hockey skills as the 

first unit of PE in January.  Also, students will learn the importance of hygiene with health lessons that are 
physical!   We encourage families this month to come out for our Family Fitness Night on January 16th.  We 

will have sports and activities represented by their country origins.   
   

 

 
Below are pictures from the third grade STEAM Activity with Johnson and Johnson.   

Students had a great time learning!! 
 

 
 



  

 

¡Felices Fiestas! - Happy Holidays! 

de la clase de Español- Sra. Vasiliadis 

Happy New Year!  ¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 

The Poinsettia – La Flor De La Nochebuena 

In Spanish class the students learned how this flower came to the United States and 
why it is called the Poinsettia.  The students made a poinsettia during class after 
learning about it and they placed it on the bulletin board.  

Dr. J Poinsett, the US Ambassador to Mexico, first saw this flower in 1825 while he was 
in Mexico.  He thought that the flower was so beautiful and arranged for the first 
poinsettia to be shipped to the United States.  The flower was named Poinsettia in 
honor of Dr. J. Poinsett for introducing the flower to the United States.  Today this 
flower is found all over the United States during the Christmas season.   
 

 
 



  

GUIDELINES WHEN A CHILD IS ILL 
 

*If a child has a fever (oral temperature over 100.4) 

or had a fever yesterday or last night, the child should 

stay home.  Often a temperature will be normal in the 

morning, but as the day progresses, the temperature 

rises.  A child should remain home until the child is 

fever free for 24 hours without medication. 

 

*If a child has vomited or vomited yesterday or last 

night, the child should stay at home.  Again, 24 hours 

without vomiting is the time frame to use. 

 

*If a child has diarrhea or diarrhea yesterday or last 

night, the child should stay home.  When a child is free 

of diarrhea for 24 hours and shows no other signs or 

symptoms, the child may return to school. 

 

*If a child has a very runny nose or a persistent cough, 

the child should stay home until symptoms have 

lessened for 24 hours. 

 

*If a child has any sores, “weeping” skin areas or 

rashes, a healthcare provider’s note stating that the 

child is not contagious is to be given to the nurse upon 

returning to school. 

 

In the close environment of the classroom, other 

students and teachers are subject to the organisms of a 

sick child.  Also, a child’s resistance is lowered as the 

child’s body is fighting a fever, vomiting, diarrhea, 

mucus drainage, cough, or broken skin.  Therefore, the 

child may develop additional signs of illness. 

 

These guidelines are in place in accordance with New 

Jersey Statutes, which allows for the exclusion of 

pupils who are ill and the recommendation of the 

school physicians. 

 

Working together we can hope to have an ill child 

recover from the illness and return to school ready to 

pursue the educational experience. 

 

Any questions can be directed to the nurse at your 

child’s school. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

December 2019 
 

Kindergarten 
Ziyad Sarwani 
Darsh Khamar 

Anya Rao 
Sristi Bisui 

 

1st Grade 
Zoe Annum 

Khushi Patel 
Tiffany Spruill 

Anjna Gopalakrishnan 
Annannya Sathe 

Yader Gaitan 
 

2nd Grade 
Emmanuella Sarfo 
Charles Subhashani 

Ariana Taylor 
Jayan Pokhan 

Samantha Morgan 
 
 

3rd Grade 
Joseph Jennings 

Dharmik Sannapaneni 
Eva Archarya 
Aarush Manne 

Alicia Perez 

 



  

 
Please be on the lookout for easy, yet effective ways for you to 

support your child’s reading development at home. 
 

Our focus for this month is…FLUENCY!  Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression.  

In order to understand what they read, children must be able to read fluently, whether they are reading aloud or silently.  When 

reading aloud, fluent readers read in phrases and add intonation appropriately. 

Children who do not read with fluency sound choppy and awkward.  Those students have difficulty with decoding skills or they 

may just need more practice with speed and smoothness in reading.  Fluency is also important for motivation: children who find 

reading laborious tend not to want to read. As readers move into upper elementary/intermediate grades, fluency becomes 

increasingly important.  The volume of reading required in the upper elementary/intermediate grades escalates dramatically. 

 

Below is a list of strategies to assist your child’s fluency development: 

 

1. Read Aloud to Your Child Often and With Expression – If you child can hear examples of fluent reading, he/she is 

more likely to understand how to apply fluency in his/her own reading.  Talk to your child about what fluency means.  

After you read to him/her, have him/her share his/her thoughts on exactly what you did that made your reading sound 

fluent. This will help him/her think more about fluency when working on his/her own reading. 

2. Use Choral Reading – Choose a short passage that your child can read independently (although he/she may have 

trouble with the fluency, he/she should be able to recognize most of the words without spending too much time 

sounding them out). Next, read the passage out loud for your child to hear. Tell your child to follow along with his/her 

finger as you read the text.  After reading the passage, re-read it, and have your child read along with you, trying to 

match your speed and expression. 

3. Use Echo Reading – Echo Reading is similar to Choral Reading, except you read the passage aloud first, and then your 

child echoes or copies what you said, by re-reading the passage out loud trying to match the way you read it.  

4. Use Repeated Reading – Encourage your child to re-read favorite books. Constantly reading new material doesn’t help 

reading fluency.  In fact, the more accustomed to reading a particular book your child is, the more fluently he/she 

becomes at reading it.  This gives your child the confidence, accuracy, and speed needed to read fluently without 

focusing on just reading and instead more on comprehending and mimicking expressions. 

5. Use a Rapid Word Recognition Chart – Create a word recognition chart.  For example, have four rows, with five 

words per row.  Have the child read the words in the rows as quickly as possible, providing assistance when needed. 

Keep practicing until your child can automatically recognize all the words without sounding them out.  Reverse the 

order of the cards and practice again.  It is important to reverse the order to endure your child is reading the words and 

not simply reciting the order of the cards from memory. 

6. Read Audio-Read Along Books – Children can listen to books on CD/digital recordings and follow along as they read.   

7. Here are 2 free websites that allow children to read along and listen at the same time: 

a. www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/listen-and-read-read-along-books 

b. www.raz-kids.com (Your child has been given a specific Username and Password to access the reading 

resources on this site.  Please contact your child’s teacher, if your child is unsure of his/her Username and 

Password for this site.) 

Please remember to always stay calm when working with your child, even if you think he/she should be getting something that 

they are not getting.  Keep practice sessions short (5 to 10 minutes for younger children or children who get easily frustrated and 

10 to 15 minutes for older children or children who can work for longer periods of time without frustration), unless your child is 

eager to keep going.  Please be on the lookout for next month’s article on ways to support your child’s vocabulary development.   

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/listen-and-read-read-along-books
http://www.raz-kids.com/


  

 

Winter Wonderland at 
Randolphville Elementary School! 

 

Dear Randolphville Family, 
 Students worked hard during December to create different winter themed projects in the art room. 
Kindergarten learned about landscapes and created their own street scenes. Students learned how to 
paint using the brush side to side to create the snow covered ground and use the bottom of the brush to 
create the snowflakes. They then glued shapes to make the houses. Kindergarten drew their own type of 
windows, doors, and line designs for the roofs. First graders created their own paper patches that were 
pieced together to make their own class quilt. We watched a video on the quilting process and talked 
about the artist Nancy Crow. Second graders learned how to create value (the lightness or darkness of a 
color) for their snowmen. We talked about highlights (light) and shadows (dark) and how artist use value 
to make objects look realistic. Students worked with chalk pastel and used their finger to blend. They 
created their own hats, scarves, mittens and features which expressed their personalities. Lastly, students 
splattered white tempera paint to create falling snow. It has been a great year creating with these amazing 
students and I look forward to what is to come! 
 
Sincerely, 
 Miss Haugh 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat 

   

 

 

1 

No School 

2 

 

3 

Spirit Day 

Team Jersey 

Day 

 
 

4 

5 6 7 8 

 

 

PTO Meeting 

6PM 

9 

 

 

10 

Spirit Day 

Disney Day 

 

11 

12 13 14 

EARLY 

DISMISSAL 

DAY AT 

1:20PM

 
 

15 

 

 

16 

Family Fitness 

Night 

6PM 

 

 

 

 

17 

Spirit Day 

Purple Day 

 

 

18 

19 

 

20 

No School 

Martin Luther 

King Day 

 

21 22 23 24 

Spirit Day 

Emergency 

Workers Day 

 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

Randolphville 

Super Bowl 

Day 

 

2020 



 

 


